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of England. It was estimated in 1602 that the customs
paid by London averaged £69,803, and those of the outports
£17,726 x : at the end of the seventeenth century Davenant
assumed a proportion of £1,268,095 to £346,081 2. As regards
shipping, a return made in 1572 shows that London had one
merchant ship of 240 tons, seventeen others varying from
220 to 150 tons, and thirty-one from 140 to 100 tons, while
Bristol, which ranked as the second seaport, had one ship
of 140 tons, three of 100 tons, and forty of 80 to 20 tons 3.
The tentacles of the metropolis stretched out in all directions,
and the provinces appeared at one time likely to become
nothing more than a vast hinterland, their resources ex-
ploited—their economic life directed and controlled—by
London capitalists, and their wealth drained away to a
common centre. The ' Industrial Revolution ' ultimately re-
dressed the balance, but long before the introduction of
machinery the movement had been checked4 owing to
the resolution of the provinces not to be submerged in the
economic centralization which at one time menaced their
economic freedom. It is this resistance which gives fresh
significance to the struggle against the chartered companies.
Already in the middle of the sixteenth century the
Venetian envoy remarked on the * great multitude of people *
King's estimate (c. 1688) was 530,000 : Davenant, Worlts (ed. 1771), ii.
180. Rickman calculated the population of London at 674,000 in 1700 :
Comparative A ccount of the Population of Great Britain (Census Returns,
1831), 12. The table in Gras, The Evolution of the English Corn Market,
75, gives London's percentage of the •whole population at 5*6 (1605), 7*6
(1634), 9*2 (1661), 9*6 (1696). Norton, Commentaries on the City of London
(1829), 531-541, estimated the population of London at 232,000 in 1603,
and at 285,000 in 1625. Wilson, The Plague in Shakespeare's London,
209-215, calculates that the population did not exceed 250,000 in 1603,
and 320,000 in 1625. See also George, London Life in the Eighteenth Centuryf
24-27, 329-330, 412-414, Jones and Judges, " London Population in the Late
Seventeenth Century ", in The Economic History Review, vi. No. I, 45 seq.
On the population of England, see infra, vol. iii. 165, note 6.
1 State Papers Domestic, 1601—1603, p. 267.
* Davenant, Works (ed. 1771), v. 352. Cf. the table in Gras, op. cit. 74.
Bee infra, Appendix, p. 494, No. 6.
3	Latimer, Merchant Venturers of Bristol, 57-58.    Liverpool in 1565 had
twelve vessels, the largest 40 tons burden, the smallest 6 tons :  Liverpool
Municipal Records (ed. Picton), i. 90 ;   Fox Bourne, English Merchants*
298-299.
4	In. 1739 it was said that not one seaport "is without adventurers
who export considerably " :   Smith, Chronicon Rusticum-Commerciale (ed.
1747), ii. 314.    For the trade of the ports, see Willan, The English Coasting
Trade, chapters 8-10.

